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Commitment to Reconciliation

2024 NATIONAL INTEGRATED SPECIAL REPORT – 
DIGITAL AND NEWSPAPER 

Canada's commitment to reconciliation is a journey that reflects our 
nation's dedication to healing, understanding, and building stronger 
relationships with Indigenous communities. This special feature will 
highlight significant milestones, ongoing efforts, and future aspirations 
in our collective path towards reconciliation.

Proposed topic highlights:
Historical Context: Exploring the history and impact of residential 
schools and the importance of acknowledging this past.
Economic Partnerships: Successful economic collaborations between 
Indigenous communities and the private sector.
Education and Awareness: Promoting understanding and respect for 
Indigenous cultures.
Cultural Revitalization: Celebrating Indigenous languages, arts, and 
traditions in Canada.
Community Stories: Inspiring stories from Indigenous communities and 
organizations leading reconciliation efforts across Canada.

INTEGRATED CONTENT FEATURES: Turnkey solutions in which 
participating advertisers can be mentioned or quoted in at least one story. 

GET INVOLVED TODAY. CONTACT: 
RICHARD DEACON, Project Manager  T: 1.604.631.6636 E: rdeacon@globeandmail.com

Standard 
Booking Deadline Material Deadline Publishing Date Sponsor Content 

Booking Deadline

August 9 September 23 September 30 August 9

Reaching 
more senior 

executives, business 
owners and 

professionals.

 The Globe and 
Mail is the #1 

newspaper brand 
in Canada.

Content produced by Randall Anthony Communications, a Globe-approved provider

Click on the report below to 
see a similar past feature

Reaching more 
High-Net-Worth 

Investors with over 
$500K in assets.

Source: Vividata SCC Spring 2024, National, Adults 18+

Print/Digital Weekly Readers – 5,958,000 
Print Weekly Readers – 2,477,000 | Digital Weekly Readers – 4,722,000
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Indigenous entrepreneurs
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Friday, June 21, 2024 Produced by Randall Anthony Communications with Catalyste+. The Globe’s Editorial Department was not involved.

hen Lorrie Lawrence saw a
friend struggle to secure a

spot in markets – and get removed
from festivals for selling beaded
jewellery out of her backpack in the
mid 2010s, she decided to take ac-
tion. To address the need for a safe
place where Indigenous artists could
showcase, celebrate and offer their
cultural products, I.A.M Collective
was created in 2018. It started
with just two tents at local Edmon-
ton festivals and has since grown
to over 170 members, becoming
Alberta’s largest Indigenous arts and
entertainment collective.
“Our visitors, our allies – they’re

building community with us too
because they’re taking our stories
home and they’re telling them,”
says Ms. Lawrence, I.A.M Collec-
tive’s executive director. “It makes
me proud that there are people
somewhere else in the world who
are listening to our stories and valu-
ing them.”
Witnessing the immense impact

of the collective, she actively accepts
members and prioritizes increasing
funding. To support these goals,
I.A.M Collective accepted a mentor-
ship with Catalyste+, a Canadian
economic development organization
that offers advisory services globally.
Over the past five years, Catalyste+
completed 500 assignments in Indig-
enous communities across Canada.
I.A.M Collective worked with an

experienced mentor for support in
securing a permanent retail space,
managing administrative costs and
enhancing programming. “[Indig-
enous people] are not competing
against each other, we’re helping
each other get there. It’s not just one
of us winning. We’re all winning, as a
family,” Ms. Lawrence says.
As Elder Hughie Ferdinand begins

to fall asleep on the ground, he takes
a moment to peek out from under-
neath his animal hide blanket. When
he sees millions of stars painting the
night sky, only one word comes to
mind: free. Whether it’s summer or

winter, when the average tempera-
ture in Délı̨nę can fall to -50 C, he
finds the most powerful healing
in nature.
Elder Ferdinand was born in

Délı̨nę, a community on the
southwestern shore of Great Bear
Lake in the Northwest Territories.
At 14, he was sent to a residential
school for six years. By the time he
returned home, Elder Ferdinand
was overcome with depression and
anger due to the cruel treatment he
experienced.
Indigenous people in Canada have

experienced historical and ongoing
trauma and systemic discrimina-
tion, which have significant effects
on social, economic and political
well-being. Despite these systemic
hardships, Indigenous people are
spotlighting their culture, connecting
with their communities and sharing
their stories across the world.
To heal, Elder Ferdinand sought

advice from his community. “My
grandpa said, ‘Even if it was bad,

W

world, the plant world, the spiritual
world and with each other,” he says.
Over two-thirds of Indigenous

business owners reported feeling
optimistic about the next 12 months
of their business. To continue elevat-
ing Indigenous clients and partners,
Catalyste+ recognizes the impor-
tance of self-determination and
economic independence, sharing
sustainable tools and resources for
Indigenous communities.
In early June, Catalyste+ released

its Reconciliation Action Plan, which
is based on three core values:
awareness, inclusion and integ-
rity. The Reconciliation Action Plan
highlights, “Catalyste+ is committed
to reconciliation in every aspect
of our work. By listening to and
learning from Indigenous partners
and communities, we will cultivate
an organizational culture that listens
to Indigenous people and respects
their cultures, needs and aspira-
tions.”
Elder Ferdinand, Ms. Lawrence

and Mr. Ritchie all believe Indig-
enous youth are essential for their
communities and give them credit
for the shift in Indigenous pride,
solidarity and healing. The number
of Indigenous youth is growing, a
hopeful sign for an even stronger
future. The Indigenous population is
the youngest and fastest-growing in
Canada, with a 9.4 per cent increase
between 2016 and 2021. In 2021,
41.2 per cent of Indigenous people
were under the age of 25, compared
to 27.3 per cent of non-Indigenous
communities.
From when he was young, raised

by his mom in an urban area, Mr.
Ritchie remembers a hesitation in
Indigenous communities to engage
with their culture. Now, he can hear
his language on the radio, his cul-
ture is taught in schools, and youth
are able and excited to learn about
specific communities.
“My mother passed on a few

years ago. But she would be here
smiling, welcoming visitors, speak-
ing the language, singing in Cree,”
he says. “The people of the com-
munity, they tell me all the time that
she would be so proud about how
far [we’ve] come.”

talk about your anger. Tell your
truth about where [it] comes from,’”
he recalls. “So I shared my story,
and the more I did that, the more it
helped me.”
John Ritchie is the owner and

operator of Hideaway Adventure
Grounds, an educational camping
experience located in the Kikino
Métis Settlement. At Hideaway, par-
ticipants can choose from a variety
of packages focused on learning and
experiencing Indigenous history,
culture and practices.
Similarly to Ms. Lawrence, Mr.

Ritchie is eager to grow his business
and also chose to work with Cata-
lyste+. During his mentorship, he
learned about creating a social media
presence, organizing legal agree-
ments for partnerships and finding
additional funding.
Mr. Ritchie praises Indigenous tour-

ism as an essential industry for the
community to share their gifts and
stories. “We have an opportunity to
share our connection to the animal

From left: Lorrie Lawrence, John Ritchie and Hughie Ferdinand credit Indigenous youth with advancing Indigenous pride and healing. Bottom right: Délı̨nę, Northwest Territories. GAVIN JOHN

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY

STRENGTHENING JOY AND
RESILIENCE THROUGH BUILDING
COMMUNITY AND SHARING CULTURE
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